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FOREWORD 



This is a digest of a Ph.D. degree study that provides some evidence 
of changes desired to make the FFA more consistent with a broadened pro- 
gram of vocational agriculture. It includes an analysis of ratings made 
by 251 selected people comprising school administrators, teachers of vo- 
cational agriculture, executive secretaries of the FFA, supervisors of 
vocational agriculture and teacher educators in agricultural education 
concerning proposed objectives for the FFA, operational guidelines, and 
activities and awards on a local, state, and national basis. In addition 
to the analysis by groups, some attention was given to the responses by 
the various regions in the United States. The ratings made were in terms 
of the revised objectives of vocational agriculture which imply a program 
for non -f am agricultural occupations as well as farmers. 

In my judgment, this is one of the most comprehensive FFA studies 
ever made. It is hoped that the recommendations can be implemented so 
that the FFA will be an effective method in the enrichment of the program 
for all high school students enrolled in vocational agriculture. 



Ralph E. Bender 
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ADAPTING THE FFA TO A CHANGING PROGRAM 
OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE 



Purpose of this study 

The primary purpose of this study was to determine adjustments needed 
to enable the FFA organization to fulfill its role in supplementing and en- 
riching a broadened program of vocational agriculture. 

The specific objectives of the study were ~ 

1 . to identify and evaluate new FFA purposes 

2* to identify and evaluate selected organizational 
guidelines 

3* to evaluate selected activities currently sponsored 
by the national FFA organization 

4. to evaluate selected activities conducted by the 
several states 

5* to determine the levels of offering of the national 
and selected state activities 



Need for the study 

Agriculture will continue to change in the future 
as it has in the past and there is no doubt but what 
the instructional program in vocational agriculture 
will continue to be modified to fit the training 
needs of its students* Therefore the FFA program 
will need to change and continue to improve in 
quality! 1 * 



^William Paul Gray, "National Trends in FFA Activities," The Agri- 
cultural Education Magazine (January, 19^3)* p. 1 33* 



1 
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This statement of William Paul Gray, National Executive Secretary of 
the FFA, clearly states the basic need for change in the FFA. We are living 
in a rapidly changing world. The advent of "Sputnik” has accelerated many 
activities in the United States including those connected with agriculture. 
These accelerations or "changes” in American agriculture indicate a con- 
tinuing change in the vocational agriculture and FPA programs. Purkey 
writes : 

The following changes seem to demand a "new look" 
at our FFA* 

1 . A highly specialized type of full- 
time f aimers. 

2. Increasing numbers of part-time 
fanners and rural residents. 

3. Changing enrollment requirements for 
vocational agriculture students. (Not all 
with fain backgrounds.) 

4. Decreasing numbers of "f aimers" needed 
to produce the necessary food and fiber. 

5* Increasing numbers of agricultural related 
occupations available where "production agri- 
culture" is helpful. 2 

The need for change in the FFA program is directly related to the 
changes taking place in the total vocational agriculture program. Jones 
writes : 

FFA is a part of vocational agriculture. Boys 
must be enrolled in vocational agriculture 
before they can become FFA members. This means 
the FFA can and should contribute to fulfilling 
educational objectives .3 



2 D. R. Purkey, "Chapter Activities for Today's Members," The Agri- 
cultural Education Magazine (January, 1963)* P» 133- 

^Robert C. Jones, "Are Contests Overemphasized in the FFA Program?", 
The Agri cultura l Education Magazine (January, 1963)* P* 1^0* 
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Cook further points the way: 

The objectives which have guided vocational 
agriculture must be recognized for their 
true worth and new goals must be established 
which will more nearly bring vocational ^ 
agriculture into its proper perspective. 

Considerable attention has been given to the evaluation of the objec- 
tives of vocational agriculture. Delegates to the forty-second annual 
Agricultural Education Conference of the North Atlantic Region, meeting 
in New Toxic City, April 2-6, 1962, recommended seven revisions in the then 
current purposes listed in Vocational Division Monograph Number 21 . Dele- 
gates to the Pacific Region, meeting April 17*21* 1961 at Reno, Nevada, 
proposed a number of changes and delegates at the Southern Regional Con- 
ference held April 9-13, 1962 at Charleston, South Carolina, likewise 
proposed suggestions for restating the objectives of vocational agriculture. 

In 1965 a group of six ’’Major Program Objectives for Vocational and 
Technical Education in Agriculture 1 ' were identified by the Office of Edu- 
cation in cooperation with a study committee representing the American 
Vocational Association. Those six proposed objectives are — 

1 . to develop agricultural competencies needed by in- 
dividuals engaged in or preparing to engage in pro- 
duction agriculture 

2. to develop agricultural competencies needed by 
individuals engaged in or preparing to engage in 
agricultural occupations other than production 
agriculture 

3. to develop an understanding and appreciation of 
career opportunities in agriculture and of the 

^Claxton R. Cook, "Some New Approaches for Meeting Today's Needs in 
Vocational Agriculture,” The Agricultural Education Jlagazine (July, 1962), 
p. 16. 



preparation needed to enter and progrqss in 
agricultural occupations 

to develop the ability to secure satisfactory 
placement and to advance in an agricultural 
occupation through a program of continuing 
education 

5, to aid in developing those abilities in human 
relations required for success in agricultural 
occupations 

6. to aid in developing the abilities needed to 
exercise and follow effective leadership in 
fulfilling occupational v social, and civic 
responsibilities 

It may be noted that these objectives are stated broadly providing 
for instruction in off -farm agriculture as well as "farming. " 

The legal need for change in vocational agriculture, and sub- 
sequently the FFA, was brought about by the Vocational Act of 19^3* 
Johnson writes: 

The Act provides for more flexibility in the program. 

It broadens «he base of instruction in vocational 
agriculture. The early Acts placed certain 
limitations on instruction in agriculture. The 
new Act is broad enough to pexmit instruction 
to all groups of people in agriculture who have 
the need, the desire, and the ability to benefit 
from such training,^ . 



^Floyd Johnson, "Agriculture and the New Vocational Education Act, 
The Agricultural Education Magazine (July, 1963)* P« 6. 
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Tenney summarises the basic changes provided by the Act as follows: 

The Vocational Education Act of 19^3 included two 
basic changes for education in agriculture* The 
Act provides that funds allotted for agriculture 
"may be used for vocational education in any 
occupation involving knowledge and skills in agri- 
cultural subjects, whether or not such occupation 
involves work of the fam or of the farm home and 
such education may be provided without directed or 
supervised practices on a farm. 

Although research is. limited, several studies have been made to help 
determine future direction of the FFA program* One of these was the 
National FFA Study Committee^ which met in Washington, D*C*, March 29-31* 
1965 * Serving on this committee were a number of selected persons from 
teacher training and supervision in vocational agriculture, the FFA and 
NFA organisations, National Vocational Agriculture Teachers* Association 
and a state secretary of agriculture. Their recommendations were re- 
ported to the National Student Officers and Board of Directors at their 
August 1965 meeting* Assignment of some of the items was made to com- 
mittees for study at the national FFA Convention, October 13-15* 19^5* 

This committee report suggested the FFA should continue as a strong integral 
part of the total program of vocational agriculture and should be con- 
sistent with the new objectives provided by the Vocational Education Act of 
1963 * Further, it was recommended there be no discrimination because of sex 
and that the name reflect the broadened image of vocational agriculture • 

New purposes were presented along with numerous suggestions for change in 



6 A. V. Tenney, "A Basis for New Courses of Study, H The Agricultural 
Education Magaaine (March, 19&5)* P» 211. 

^National FFA Study Committee Report, March 29-31* 19^5* 
Washington, D*C* 
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PPA membership , degree work, ceremonies and other aspects of the PFA 
program* 

Paul P* Johnson, Superintendent, Division of Vocational Education, 
Iowa, released results of an Iowa study on December 4, 1964.® Forty-six 
of the fifty states participated in the study. Findings generally in- 
dicated a need for change, as indicated by a strong Tote to include girls 
in the FFA and the suggestion to include students interested in agri- 
cultural eceupations in the FFA. Nineteen of twenty-seven respondents 
indicated that if the name were to be changed they would prefer "Future 
Farmers and Agriculturists." 

C. W. Hill, Teacher Education, Cornell University, published the 
results ef a study on April 7* 1964 made by the joint staff in Agricultural 
Education in New York.^ They recognized the increasing need for changes in 
the FFA to bring it into line with the emerging broader concepts of agri- 
cultural education. A first choice of name was reported as being FAA — 
Future Agriculturalist of America. The staff suggested broadening the 
aims and purposes, the creed and other structural features to include 
students interested in off-farm agriculture. 

E. L. DeAlton, State Adviser of the North Dakota FFA Association, 
released a report on July 21, 1965 regarding an evaluation of the recom- 
mendations ef the National FFA Study Committee. This evaluation was made 
by local advisers and FFA members throughout North Dakota. The report 
showed a general disagreement with some of the adaptations proposed by the 

^Department of ^Public Instruction Report, Division of Vocational 
Education, DesMoines, Iowa, December 4, 1964. 

9staff Study, Cornell University, New York, April 7, 1964. 




7 



National FFA Study Committee. One example was their strong disagreement 
with girl membership. However, they did agree in opposing a change in 
name. Generally, the statement, Ve are not yet ready for a major over- 
haul of the FFA," indicates their thinking toward change in the FFA. 10 

As indicated earlier in this study, it is the judgment of the writer 
that the FFA in its role as an integral part of vocational agriculture 
must be adapted to the needs of all students of vocational agriculture* 

General procedure used 

After detennining the problem, purposes, and goals of the study, it 
was decided by the writer that the most effective way to secure the advice 
and opinion of selected educational leaders throughout the United States 
would be through a survey. 

The design of the study was such that two independent instruments 
were necessary, the first dealing with basic purposes of the FFA and the 
second dealing with selected guidelines and activities of the FFA in 
relation to the newly proposed purposes developed in the first part of the 
study. 

Five different groups of individuals were selected by the writer to 
serve as a "panel of experts" in responding to the survey. Each was asked 
to share his opinion by rating the various items on a 5-point scale as 
well as indicating the levels of offering of selected FFA activities. 

Those groups selected were as follows : 

Head state supervisors of vocational agriculture 

Head teacher trainers in agricultural education 

Executive secretaries of state FFA associations 

Presidents of state vocational agriculture teachers 

Administrators of secondary public schools 



10 North Dakota FFA Evaluation of National FFA Study Committee 
Report, North Dakota FFA Association, State University Station, Fargo, 
North Dakota, July 21 , 19&5* 









New 7PA purposes were then identified by the writer end an instru- 
ment developed to test their acceptance* The questionnaire was first 
sent to a twenty-four member jury to test the instrument and after some 
revision it was sent to the two hundred and eighty-one prospective 
respondents* Eighty-nine and three-tenths per cent of the question- 
naires were returned* 

After the first survey was summarized* a second questionnaire was 
developed to secure opinions on selected operational FFA guidelines as 
well as selected activities and awards in light of the proposed new FFA 
purposes* Eighty-one and nine-tenths per cent of these questionnaires 
were returned* 

The following statistical treatment was made: 

Mean weighted ratings 
F tests of significance in rating 
t tests of rating difference in items 

Analyses were also made among groups of respondents by geographical 

region and by position of respondents* 



MAJOR FINDINGS 



New FFA Purposes 

In adapting the FFA to the changing program of vocational agri- 
culture , it is necessary to begin with the basic purposes of the 
organisation* These purposes should provide framework for the program* 
Further* they should be supplemental and provide enrichment to the in- 
structional program of vocational agriculture. 

There are numerous indications that the present aims and purposes of 
the FFA are restricting in the light of the broadened concept of vo- 
cational agriculture. John Leibold, Attorney for the State of Ohio, 
Department of Education, recently reviewed statutes regarding "boys only" 
in FFA* He writes in part, "• • • it appears to me that this discrimina- 
tion against girls is an unlawful denial of the equal protection of 
laws." 11 He bases this decision on the fact the FFA is an intracurricular 
activity of the public school program when he states, "My answer is predi- 
cated on my understanding that membership in FFA is a requirement of 
participants in FFA activities which are inextricably mingled with cur- 
ricular school activities and hence, a part of such curricular school 
activities." 12 These opinions would indicate that some serious attention 
be given to the basic purposes of the FFA organization. 

Warren G. Weiler, Adviser of the Ohio FFA Association, writes, "The 
summary report of the panel of consultants on Vocational Education states 

John Leibold, Letter of Correspondence, April, 1964. 

12 Ibid. 
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